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The main aim of this booklet is to exemplify standards for those teaching Cambridge AS & A Level English Language 
9093, and to show how different levels of candidates’ performance (high, middle and low) relate to the subject’s 
curriculum and assessment objectives. 

In this booklet candidate responses have been chosen from the June 2021 exam series to exemplify a range of 
answers. 

For each question, the response is annotated with a clear explanation of where and why marks were awarded or 
omitted. This is followed by Examiner comments on how the answer could have been improved. In this way, it is 
possible for you to understand what candidates have done to gain their marks and what they could do to improve their 
answers. There is also a list of common mistakes candidates made in their answers for each question. 

This document provides illustrative examples of candidate work with examiner commentary. These help teachers 
to assess the standard required to achieve marks beyond the guidance of the mark scheme. Therefore, in some 
circumstances, such as where exact answers are required, there will not be much comment.

The questions, mark schemes and inserts used here are available to download from the School Support Hub. These 
files are: 

9093 June 2021 Question Paper 11
9093 June 2021 Paper 11 Mark Scheme

Past exam resources and other teaching and learning resources are available on the School Support Hub:

www.cambridgeinternational.org/support

Introduction

Typesetting instructions: 

1. Paragraph 1: update subject title and syllabus code.
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Typesetting instructions: 

1. Update master pages: A-Master and C-Master to show correct 
paper number, subject and syllabus code. 

How the candidate could have improved their answer
• (a) The candidate used effective expression and their content was relevant. To improve their answer, the candidate 

could needed to include more details from the given text. The candidate stated that, ‘from the very first second 
of the race’ Bolt ‘took an immediate lead’. They didn’t take into account the fact that Bolt ‘stumbled’ and that 
Thompson was ‘right there in front’. This detail was significant because Bolt needed to remain calm and maintain 
his composure to win the race. The candidate could have incorporated other important details, such as Bolt’s 
ecstatic celebrations ‘ten metres from the line’. This would have lifted the response to one in which the ideas were 
fully developed throughout.

This section explains how the candidate could 
have improved each answer. This helps you to 
interpret the standard of Cambridge exams and 
helps your learners to refine their exam technique.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
•  (a) When candidates did not apply characteristic features specific to a newspaper report, this resulted in 

inconsistency in purpose and audience. Descriptive writing predominated in the weaker responses; this goes 
beyond the purpose and genre of a newspaper report. 

• (a) Some responses showed misreading of the text; for instance, a few candidates identified Stockholm as another 
competitor, for example ‘Stockholm led the pack’. There were some areas of confusion regarding Asafa Powell 
and the timely completion of the race. Some candidates’ reports included unnecessary extraneous material, for 
example a history of the Olympic Games as background context.

Lists the common mistakes candidates made 
in answering each question. This will help your 
learners to avoid these mistakes and give them 
the best chance of achieving the available marks.

Often candidates were not awarded 
marks because they misread or 
misinterpreted the questions. 

How to use this booklet
This booklet goes through the paper one question at a time, showing you the high-, middle- and low-level response for 
each question. The candidate answers are set in a table. In the left-hand column are the candidate answers, and in 
the right-hand column are the Examiner comments. 

Answers are by real candidates in exam conditions. 
These show you the types of answers for each level.
Discuss and analyse the answers with your learners in 
the classroom to improve their skills.

Examiner comments are 
alongside the answers. These 
explain where and why marks 
were awarded. This helps you 
to interpret the standard of 
Cambridge exams so you can 
help your learners to refine 
their exam technique.
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Question 1

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments

1  The candidate demonstrates 
a characteristic feature of a 
newspaper report, e.g. a heading. 
The use of ‘Dethrone’ effectively 
commands the audience’s attention.

2  The candidate shows a detailed 
understanding of the main focus of 
the given text.

3  This is an effective expression; 
the candidate recognises Bolt’s 
speed in the pun on his surname.

4  The candidate refers to one 
of Bolt’s main rivals, Richard 
Thompson.

5  The candidate shows a detailed 
understanding of the context, the 
former record holder, for whom Bolt 
is constantly looking. 

6  The candidate gives details of 
how the race is progressing at this 
stage.

7  The candidate uses an effective 
expression which is relevant to the 
audience and purpose of the article.

Mark for (a) = 8 out of 10

Typesetting instructions: 

1. Question X heading in 'Main heading 18pt' paragraph style.
2. Insert image of candidate script for this question from file name 

indicated in the cell, into the table below in the left column, and the 
numbered comments in the right column.

3. In Examiner comments, all = 'Examiner comments' paragraph style.
4. 'Total mark awarded...' in 'Examiner comments' paragraph style with 

'Bold' character style.
5. Do not change the column widths.
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Example Candidate Response – high (continued) Examiner comments

8  The candidate offers a general 
introduction to the given text.

9  The candidate makes a 
comparative comment about the 
audience of the text.

Typesetting instructions: 

1. Insert image of candidate script for this question from file name 
indicated in the cell, into the table below in the left column, and the 
numbered comments in the right column.

2. In Examiner comments, all = 'Examiner comments' paragraph style.
3. 'Total mark awarded...' in 'Examiner comments' paragraph style with 

'Bold' character style.
4. Do not change the column widths.
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Example Candidate Response – high (continued) Examiner comments

10  The candidate offers some 
comments about the structure of the 
text, with references to characteristic 
features, such as the use of 
paragraphs and the use of tense. 

11  The candidate focuses on the  
different approach to the content.

12  The candidate uses an 
appropriate selection of language 
for the analysis.

Typesetting instructions: 

1. Insert image of candidate script for this question from file name 
indicated in the cell, into the table below in the left column, and the 
numbered comments in the right column.

2. In Examiner comments, all = 'Examiner comments' paragraph style.
3. 'Total mark awarded...' in 'Examiner comments' paragraph style with 

'Bold' character style.
4. Do not change the column widths.
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Example Candidate Response – high (continued) Examiner comments

13  The candidate makes a 
sophisticated analysis of how 
the writer’s choices relate to the 
audience and shape the meaning of 
the text.

14  The candidate gives an 
extended exploration of how the 
writer’s stylistic choices relate to the 
audience.

15  The candidate refers to and 
comments on dialect words.

13

14

15
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Example Candidate Response – high (continued) Examiner comments

16  The candidate shows a 
comparative understanding of 
context and point of view.

17  The candidate offers an 
integrated approach to the 
comparative analysis with their 
comments on syntax.

18  The candidate selects individual 
word choices for analysis. 

Mark for (b) = 14 out of 15

Total mark awarded = 
22 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved their answer
• (a) The candidate used effective expressions and their content was relevant. To improve their answer, the 

candidate needed to include more details from the given text. The candidate stated that, ‘from the very first second 
of the race’ Bolt ‘took an immediate lead’. They didn’t take into account the fact that Bolt ‘stumbled’ and that 
Thompson was ‘right there in front’. This detail was significant because Bolt needed to remain calm and maintain 
his composure to win the race. The candidate could have incorporated other important details, such as Bolt’s 
ecstatic celebrations ‘ten metres from the line’. This would have lifted the response to one in which the ideas were 
fully developed throughout.

• (b) The candidate showed a sophisticated comparative understanding of the texts, with insightful references to 
characteristic features. The opening of the response took a themed comparative approach with reference to format, 
structure and tense. To improve their answer, the candidate needed to strengthen it with evidence from the texts 
and use specific references and quotations. Whilst the responses offered themed comparisons and dealt first with 
the given text and then the candidate’s own, an integrated comparative analysis would have improved the answer. 

• (b) To improve their answer, the candidate needed to use more precise critical language to link the evidence with 
their explanatory comments.

16

17

18



Example Candidate Responses -– Paper 1

11

Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner comments

1  The candidate shows an 
understanding of a characteristic 
feature of a newspaper report, i.e. 
a title.

2  The candidate shows an 
understanding of the focus of the 
given text.

3  The candidate refers to the 
runners in the race.

4  The candidate indicates that this 
sentence comes at the beginning 
of the response. It is relevant to the 
audience and purpose of the article.

5  The candidate captures the 
details about the start of the race.

6  The candidate shows a clear 
understanding of how the race 
progresses.

Mark for (a) = 5 out of 10

7  The candidate gives a clear 
comparative understanding of the 
content.

8  The candidate shows a 
comparative understanding of 
characteristic features.

9  The candidate continues 
the comparison. They give an 
analysis of the use of exclamatory 
sentences.

Typesetting instructions: 

1. Question X heading in 'Main heading 18pt' paragraph style.
2. Insert image of candidate script for this question from file name 

indicated in the cell, into the table below in the left column, and the 
numbered comments in the right column.

3. In Examiner comments, all = 'Examiner comments' paragraph style.
4. 'Total mark awarded...' in 'Examiner comments' paragraph style with 

'Bold' character style.
5. Do not change the column widths.
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Example Candidate Response – middle (continued) Examiner comments

10  The candidate compares the 
use of short, simple sentences and 
how the writers’ choices relate to the 
audience.

11  The candidate does not offer 
a thematic analysis here about the 
repetition, but is more general, for 
example, ‘better picture the race’.

12  The candidate tries to show 
a contrast here, and gives some 
analysis of individual texts.

13  The candidate shows a 
comparative understanding of 
language choices.

14  The candidate shows an 
understanding of differences in form.

Typesetting instructions: 

1. Insert image of candidate script for this question from file name 
indicated in the cell, into the table below in the left column, and the 
numbered comments in the right column.

2. In Examiner comments, all = 'Examiner comments' paragraph style.
3. 'Total mark awarded...' in 'Examiner comments' paragraph style with 

'Bold' character style.
4. Do not change the column widths.
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Example Candidate Response – middle (continued) Examiner comments

15  The candidate shows a 
comparative understanding of 
structure and the effect of the 
writers’ choices to shape the 
meaning of the text.

Mark for (b) = 8 out of 15

Total mark awarded = 
13 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved their answer
• (a) The candidate included extraneous material in their answer, for example at the beginning of the response they 

referred to a ‘variety of sports from gymnastics to swimming’. To improve their answer, they needed to maintain 
their focus on the material in the given text and be selective in their use of the material. The candidate gave a list 
of the runners involved in the race, but they could have selected more appropriate evidence, for example Bolt’s 
continual review of the competitors’ progress and how the race ended when Bolt realised that he was ‘the Olympic 
champ’. 

• (a) The candidate gave a descriptive summary of events and the answer ended abruptly, ‘They were neck and 
neck’ so they were not able to develop their ideas, and the content was not always relevant to the audience and 
the purpose.

• (b) The candidate offered evidence and gave explanatory comments in their answer. To improve their answer, they 
needed to include a comparative analysis of how the writer’s choices of form, structure and language were related 
to the audience and shaped the meaning of the text. The candidate could have used a clearly integrated approach. 
Whilst they moved from a comment about the given text to a comment on their own writing, the areas selected 
were not always thematic, for example, a comment about the use of the verb ‘chill’ and its repetition in the given 
text and the use of a noun in their own text. The candidate took a successful thematic approach when they offered 
a comparative analysis of ‘suspenseful diction’ and the ‘shift’ in tone.

Typesetting instructions: 

1. Insert image of candidate script for this question from file name 
indicated in the cell, into the table below in the left column, and the 
numbered comments in the right column.

2. In Examiner comments, all = 'Examiner comments' paragraph style.
3. 'Total mark awarded...' in 'Examiner comments' paragraph style with 

'Bold' character style.
4. Do not change the column widths.
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Example Candidate Response – low Examiner comments

1  The candidate lifts their 
headline from the opening of the 
given text. It lacks relevance to the 
audience and to the purpose of a 
newspaper report.

2  The candidate refers to the 
famous sprinter.

3  The candidate refers to the gold 
medal which will be awarded on 
winning the race.

4  The candidate refers to the 
approximate time it takes to run the 
race.

5  The candidate refers to Bolt’s 
behaviour during the race.

6  The candidate introduces some 
errors which sometimes impede 
communication.

7  Here, the content of the article 
lacks relevance to the audience and 
purpose of the article.

8  The candidate introduces some 
errors which sometimes impede 
communication.

Mark for (a) = 3 out of 10

Typesetting instructions: 

1. Question X heading in 'Main heading 18pt' paragraph style.
2. Insert image of candidate script for this question from file name 

indicated in the cell, into the table below in the left column, and the 
numbered comments in the right column.

3. In Examiner comments, all = 'Examiner comments' paragraph style.
4. 'Total mark awarded...' in 'Examiner comments' paragraph style with 

'Bold' character style.
5. Do not change the column widths.
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Example Candidate Response – low (continued) Examiner comments

9  The candidate identifies a 
similarity, but they give a limited 
comparison of the structure.

10  The candidate identifies a 
similarity, but they give a limited 
comparison of the structure.

11  The candidate gives a limited 
comparative analysis of how the 
writer’s stylistic choices relate to the 
audience and shape the meaning of 
the text.

Typesetting instructions: 

1. Insert image of candidate script for this question from file name 
indicated in the cell, into the table below in the left column, and the 
numbered comments in the right column.

2. In Examiner comments, all = 'Examiner comments' paragraph style.
3. 'Total mark awarded...' in 'Examiner comments' paragraph style with 

'Bold' character style.
4. Do not change the column widths.
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Example Candidate Response – low (continued) Examiner comments

12  The candidate makes a 
comparative reference to the 
characteristic features in the text.

13  The candidate makes a 
comparative reference to tone but 
with a limited comparative analysis 
and some selection of evidence. 

Mark for (b) = 4 out of 15

Total mark awarded = 
7 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved their answer
• (a) To improve their answer, the candidate needed to include more details from the given text, such as the other 

runners involved, the fact that Bolt stumbled and then composed himself, and how Bolt reacted when he knew he 
was going to win the race. The candidate did not make it clear that Bolt won the race, that it was the 100 metres 
race or that this was where Bolt won his first Olympic gold medal.

• (a) The answer lacked relevance to the audience and purpose and showed a minimal development of ideas. To 
improve their answer, the candidate needed to apply the characteristic features specific to a newspaper report 
when writing.

• (a) To improve their answer further, the candidate also needed to show greater technical accuracy, especially to 
grammar and punctuation. For example, they missed apostrophes for contractions such as ‘Whats’ and ‘Thats’, 
and the tense shifted from present to past in the last sentence. There were occasions where their expressions did 
not flow easily, for example ‘He needs to keep chill.’ 

• (a) The candidate needed to avoid lifting material from the given text, for example in the opening word ‘Bang!’.
• (b) In the first paragraph, the candidate made a descriptive comment on ‘linear structure’ to compare the structure 

of the given text with their own. The following analysis was minimal and the comment was very general, ‘it allows 
the reader to have an easier time putting the pieces of what happened together.’

• (b) To improve their answer, the candidate needed to use more critical language and be more precise. They 
referred to ‘literal’ techniques, but the candidate probably meant ‘literary’. The candidate needed to explore more 
than one technique. They only chose to explore ‘telegraphic sentences’, and this narrow range offered only minimal 
comparative analysis.

• (b) To improve their answer, the candidate needed to analyse the language used further, for example, the use 
of rhetorical questions and their effect on the reader, the use of imperative verbs within the internal dialogue 
(‘Remember Stockholm’ and ‘Do not panic’) and the way in which verbs were used in the given text – then compare 
this with their own response.

Typesetting instructions: 

1. Insert image of candidate script for this question from file name 
indicated in the cell, into the table below in the left column, and the 
numbered comments in the right column.

2. In Examiner comments, all = 'Examiner comments' paragraph style.
3. 'Total mark awarded...' in 'Examiner comments' paragraph style with 

'Bold' character style.
4. Do not change the column widths.
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Common mistakes candidates made in this question
• (a) Some candidates did not apply the characteristic features specific to a newspaper report in their answers to this 

question and this resulted in inconsistency in the purpose and the audience. Some lower level answers used much 
more descriptive writing which went beyond the purpose and genre of a newspaper report. 

• (a) Some candidates showed misreading of the text; for instance, a few candidates identified Stockholm as another 
competitor, for example ‘Stockholm led the pack’. Some candidates were confused about Asafa Powell and the 
timely completion of the race. Some candidates’ reports included unnecessary extraneous material, for example a 
history of the Olympic Games as background context.

• (a) Getting the balance between showing understanding of the passage and crafting an effective answer was the 
key to this question and many candidates tended to be a little too safe. Rearranging chunks of text was not the way 
to demonstrate understanding in this question.

• (a) Some candidates made errors in their use of grammar and especially incorrect tenses – frequently as a result of 
being overambitious with their language choices. Some of these candidates quoted large amounts from the given 
text in their directed writing, which was rarely justified.

• (b) To do well in this task, candidates needed to analyse form, structure and language and to directly compare 
different approaches and features in the two texts available to them, i.e. the text given and the one that they have 
just created. An integrated approach was more effective for this type of comparative task than dealing with each 
text separately. 

• (b) Limited responses were often brief, focused more on the given article than on their own directed writing, 
and tended to summarise content rather than to analyse it comparatively. Some candidates mainly listed the 
conventions of an autobiography. Some pointed out the variety of sentence types or length of paragraphs but 
needed to refer to the resulting effects. Some candidates gave basic comparisons of onomatopoeia and showed 
some misunderstandings of the dialogue and monologue. 

• (b) In some cases, candidates wrote only on the given article or compared the given text with the text in Question 
2, but they were then unable to complete the comparison required by the question.
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Question 2

Example Candidate Response – high Examiner comments

1   The candidate’s response 
offers a full comment on the purpose 
of the text.

2  The candidate refers to a 
characteristic feature and offers 
evidence and an explanatory 
comment about the writer's stylistic 
choice.

3  The candidate makes an 
explanatory comment about the 
structure and how it relates to the 
audience.

4  The candidate chooses an 
effective selection of language for 
analysis.

5  The candidate refers to the 
characteristic features and provides 
an appropriate selection of evidence 
to support this. They use effective 
and appropriate language to link the 
evidence with a detailed explanatory 
comment.

6  The candidate shows an 
understanding of the meaning of the 
text.

7  The candidate refers to 
characteristic features to show a 
detailed understanding of the text.

Typesetting instructions: 

1. Question X heading in 'Main heading 18pt' paragraph style.
2. Insert image of candidate script for this question from file name 

indicated in the cell, into the table below in the left column, and the 
numbered comments in the right column.

3. In Examiner comments, all = 'Examiner comments' paragraph style.
4. 'Total mark awarded...' in 'Examiner comments' paragraph style with 

'Bold' character style.
5. Do not change the column widths.
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Example Candidate Response – high (continued) Examiner comments

8  The candidate refers to the 
structure and comments on how 
this relates to the audience, using 
evidence from the text. They explore 
the shifts in focus between the 
description of trees, Wohlleben, his 
book and scientific research.

9  The candidate gives an analysis 
of how the writer’s stylistic choices 
can shape the meaning of the text.

10  The candidate uses effective 
appropriate language to link their 
evidence with an explanatory 
comment. 

Typesetting instructions: 

1. Insert image of candidate script for this question from file name 
indicated in the cell, into the table below in the left column, and the 
numbered comments in the right column.

2. In Examiner comments, all = 'Examiner comments' paragraph style.
3. 'Total mark awarded...' in 'Examiner comments' paragraph style with 

'Bold' character style.
4. Do not change the column widths. 8
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Example Candidate Response – high (continued) Examiner comments

11  The candidate shows an 
understanding of the main meaning 
of the text.

Total mark awarded = 
20 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved their answer
• To improve their answer, the candidate needed to explore the writer’s use of symbolism in the contrasting theories, 

for example, forests were once seen as ‘battlegrounds’ but are now seen as ‘alliances’. Further exploration of the 
writer’s description of Peter Wohlleben could have strengthened the answer further: how his ‘metamorphosis’ into 
the ‘very tall and straight’ trees ‘he most admires’ endorsed his credibility as ‘a kind of tree whisperer’ and, thus, 
persuaded the audience.

• To improve their answer, the candidate needed to consider how the writer ‘firmly reassures’ the audience that trees 
were not ‘striving, disconnected loners’ through their refutation of previous ideology and references to Darwin.

• Whilst the candidate offered some explanatory comments in their analysis of the text, at times the comments were 
general, for example ‘This grabs the audience’s attention’ – and the concluding paragraph was a general summary 
of the overall response.

• To improve their answer, the candidate needed to use greater range, clarity and precision in the critical terminology 
they used.

Typesetting instructions: 

1. Insert image of candidate script for this question from file name 
indicated in the cell, into the table below in the left column, and the 
numbered comments in the right column.

2. In Examiner comments, all = 'Examiner comments' paragraph style.
3. 'Total mark awarded...' in 'Examiner comments' paragraph style with 

'Bold' character style.
4. Do not change the column widths.
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Example Candidate Response – middle Examiner comments

1  The candidate makes an 
appropriate reference to the writer's 
stylistic choice in terms of tone. 
The evidence they choose and 
the explanatory comment shows a 
limited awareness.

2  The candidate makes a clear 
reference to the structure of the text, 
with evidence to support it. They 
also make an explanatory comment.

3  The candidate refers to a 
characteristic feature and imagery, 
with an appropriate selection of 
evidence linked to an explanatory 
comment. However, the comment is 
too general.

4  The candidate shows a clear 
awareness of the writer’s choices, 
using evidence from the text and an 
explanatory comment.

5  Here the candidate refers to the 
structure, the way that sentences 
are used in the text and how this 
relates to the audience and shapes 
meaning.

Typesetting instructions: 

1. Question X heading in 'Main heading 18pt' paragraph style.
2. Insert image of candidate script for this question from file name 

indicated in the cell, into the table below in the left column, and the 
numbered comments in the right column.

3. In Examiner comments, all = 'Examiner comments' paragraph style.
4. 'Total mark awarded...' in 'Examiner comments' paragraph style with 

'Bold' character style.
5. Do not change the column widths.
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Example Candidate Response – middle (continued) Examiner comments

6  The candidate links their 
evidence with explanatory 
comments about the structure.

7  The candidate makes an 
analysis and shows an awareness 
of the writer’s stylistic choices with 
evidence. 

8  The candidate refers to 
characteristic features. However, 
they do not focus on specific effects 
of the word choices.

Total mark awarded = 
11 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved their answer
• While the candidate has offered an explanatory comment on the shifts in focus, this was very general. To improve 

and strengthen their answer, they needed to explore the shift in focus between the description of the trees, Peter 
Wohlleben, Wohlleben’s book and the scientific research being carried out on the subject and how this takes the 
reader on a journey; both through the forest and through the changing understanding of scientists on the subject of 
trees.

• The candidate made some general comments about imagery, for example, ‘the author is able to engage the 
readers.’ To improve their answer, the candidate needed to give a more detailed response that explored the 
religious, familial and monarchical overtones of the imagery in the text, such as ‘cathedral-like groves’; ‘kinship 
networks’ and ‘two old friends’; ‘crown princes’ and ‘skeletal winter crowns’.

• To improve their answer, the candidate needed to consider the evidence of the tree expert, Wohlleben, the sales of 
his book and the validation from the scientific community (‘latest scientific studies’ and ‘well-respected universities’) 
that trees ‘can talk to each other’.

Typesetting instructions: 

1. Insert image of candidate script for this question from file name 
indicated in the cell, into the table below in the left column, and the 
numbered comments in the right column.

2. In Examiner comments, all = 'Examiner comments' paragraph style.
3. 'Total mark awarded...' in 'Examiner comments' paragraph style with 

'Bold' character style.
4. Do not change the column widths.
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Example Candidate Response – low Examiner comments

1  The candidate refers to a 
characteristic feature and follows 
this with a general explanatory 
comment.

2  The candidate shows a limited 
understanding, which could be 
strengthened with an explanatory 
comment.

3  The candidate refers to a 
characteristic feature.

4  The candidate offers a limited 
explanatory comment which shows 
awareness of the writer’s stylistic 
choices.

5  The candidate comments on 
the structure with an appropriate 
selection from the text.

6  The candidate refers to 
characteristic features and offers 
evidence to support this.

7  The candidate shows an 
understanding of the purpose of the 
text.

Typesetting instructions: 

1. Question X heading in 'Main heading 18pt' paragraph style.
2. Insert image of candidate script for this question from file name 

indicated in the cell, into the table below in the left column, and the 
numbered comments in the right column.
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Example Candidate Response – low (continued) Examiner comments

8  The candidate selects 
appropriate evidence to support 
their reference to imagery within the 
text.

9  The candidate shows a limited 
understanding of the text and the 
writer's choices.

10  The candidate refers to the 
purpose of the text. 

Total mark awarded = 
7 out of 25

How the candidate could have improved their answer
• To improve their answer, the candidate needed to give further details for analysis. The first paragraph in their 

response was very general, but to improve it they needed explain why the text was ‘unique’ and give further 
details about how ‘It’s structured well ...’ and ‘Its language is very descriptive ...’. These statements showed the 
candidate’s basic understanding and analysis of the text, but to improve on this they needed to select quotes and 
evidence from the text to support their comments.

• The candidate referred to the writer’s use of the ‘first person’. To improve their answer, the candidate needed to 
explore the writer’s choice and how it related to the audience and shaped the meaning of the text.

• The candidate sometimes selected or referred to an element for analysis, for example, ‘The sentence structure 
throughout the whole text is easy to read’. To improve their answer, the candidate needed to include an analysis, or 
where one was given they needed to develop it.

Common mistakes candidates made in this question
• Some candidates did not use the appropriate terminology when they analysed form, structure and language. 

For example, some described the style, mood, and vocabulary as having ‘positive connotations’ or ‘negative 
connotations’ and candidates needed to elaborate and define these further. Some candidates summarised the 
precisely constructed language effects as ‘creating an interesting image’ or ‘stopping the reader from being bored’. 
However, it was important for candidates to use precise terminology to access the higher levels in this question; for 
example, candidates often used ‘stream of consciousness’ and ‘personification’ incorrectly. 

• Some candidates focused on basic points about the arrangement and number of paragraphs in the text. Many 
candidates also focused on sentence types, but this generally amounted to feature spotting rather than effective, 
critical engagement. Some of these lower-level answers referred to the presence of short, long and complex 
sentences, without any clear analysis.    
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• Many candidates adopted a paragraph-by-paragraph approach, using the phrase ‘in the … paragraph’, or they 
adopted an approach to analysis which ranged haphazardly across the text. Candidates needed to be aware that 
the discriminator ‘analysis is coherent and effectively structured’ was a feature of the higher levels; a whole-text 
approach would provide sophisticated and coherent analysis. 

• Some candidates gave limited discussions of form, for example, when referring to typical text conventions, the 
ways in which the purpose affects the content and style of the text and the ways in which the article appeals to its 
intended audience through tone and register.
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